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The family room was designed to be polished enough for 
entertaining but comfortable enough for everyday living. Zeller 

balanced style and comfort with plush Wesley Hall sofas in a durable 
performance Crypton fabric. CR Laine swivel chairs and Ambella 

Home scooter chairs provide more seating. 

AS LUCK WOULD    HAVE IT



ONE COUPLE BUILDS THEIR DREAM 
HOME AFTER SCOOPING UP A PIECE 
OF LAND IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
THEY’VE LONG CALLED HOME.

INTERIOR DESIGN BY TRACI ZELLER | TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK
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AS LUCK WOULD    HAVE IT
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With little space for artwork in the dining 
room, Zeller looked to create interest through 
pattern and color. The draperies in a Lindsay 
Cowles fabric paired with a Phillip Jeffries 
grasscloth with a subtle shimmer complement 
the Lillian August Modern Living dining chairs. 
OPPOSITE: In the foyer, plaster mirrors that 
Zeller purchased from an artist in France hang 
above a Worlds Away console table.
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A
llison Deblitz and her husband, Brian, loved 
their neighborhood. Having lived in their 
home since 2002, the couple had grown 
fond of the friends they and their children 
had made. But even though they loved their 
current house, the Deblitzes always said that 

if they could find a reasonably sized lot in their neighborhood 
that allowed them to build a home from the ground up, they 
would jump at the opportunity. As luck would have it, an older 
ranch home on a desirable cul-de-sac became available. Before 
the home hit the market, they scooped it up. “We couldn’t 
believe our luck,” Deblitz says.

After the home was razed, the Deblitzes enlisted archi-
tect Miller Nicholson to draw the plans for their new home 

and builder Kelly McArdle to bring them to fruition. “We 
just knew we wanted something different,” says Deblitz of 
the home’s architecture. “We searched Houzz, drove around 
Myers Park, and took photos of homes we liked or parts of 
homes we liked architecturally. And then we handed it over 
to Miller and said, ‘Run with it!’” Though the home is not 
modern, it’s also not traditional. It features cleaner architec-
tural details that separate it from the more traditional homes 
in the Deblitzes’ Cotswold neighborhood.

The Deblitzes wanted the interiors to reflect the more 
streamlined, clean lines of the home, so they sought out 
interior designer Traci Zeller to create a design scheme that 
pushed the couple outside of their comfort zone. “I’d seen 
Traci’s work at a friend’s home, and I fell in love,” Deblitz 
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says. “I know what I like, but I knew I needed a professional 
to pull it all together for us. And Traci was perfect for us.”

“I was thrilled to work with Allison and Brian, and es-
pecially excited to work with such a strong design team,” 
says Zeller of Nicholson and McArdle. “It’s my favorite kind 
of project, where I can be involved from the ground up, so I 
know we’re building a really cohesive flow and accomplish-
ing their objectives of flow and style.” Though the home has 
traditional roots, it takes a less-is-more approach. “The archi-
tecture of the home doesn’t neatly fit into any category,” the 

designer says. “But if I were to choose, I’d say it’s a modern 
take on Craftsman.”

The interior design plan from the start was to complement 
Nicholson’s stunning architectural details. “Miller did such a 
beautiful job with the architecture,” Zeller says. “When you have 
really pretty details like this home has, it also makes it really 
easy to work with simpler color palettes because you have the 
architecture being the star.” After culling through the Deblitzes’ 
inspiration photos and tearsheets from magazines, it was clear to 
Zeller that a neutral but soothing color palette of blues, creams, 

Low maintenance but high style was key 
in the all-white kitchen. Durable quartz 
counters and counter stools from Lee 
Industries with Stout vinyl work double 
duty as a stylish accent and maintenance-
free seating. Pendants are by Savoy House.
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TOP: To soften the hard lines of the custom 
dining table and banquette, Zeller added 
trimmed draperies by Madeaux instead 
of traditional Roman shades. “I’ve never 
designed draperies this short before,” 
laughs Zeller, “but the length really works 
here.” The chandelier is by Savoy House. 

BOTTOM: Zeller designed the formal 
powder room with a textured vinyl 
crocodile wallpaper by Thibaut. She 
complemented that with a faucet by Jason 
Wu for Brizo, hardware by Addison Weeks, 
and sconces by Currey & Company.  
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A pair of Michael Clément lamps from 
Darnell & Company flank the range in 

the kitchen, surrounded underneath by 
countertops from Walker Zanger. 

and grays—and even a pop of purple—was the foundation she 
needed to start with. “I think calm, neutral palettes really sing 
when you have good architectural bones,” she explains. “Some-
times color and pattern can detract from those great details and 
we didn’t want that here.”

The homeowners were not fans of lots of pattern and color, so 
the design board Zeller presented to them was limited on both yet 
was still aesthetically pleasing to her clients. “It was about creating 
the interest and dimensions by varying the shades and textures and 
creating that flow throughout the home with different depths of 
color,” she says. “I love blue—it’s an easy, pretty color to work with.”

The dining room is one such space where Zeller truly wanted 
the architectural details to play center stage. With a coffered 

ceiling laid on a diagonal accented with tongue-and-groove 
paneling, the ceiling detail was the star of the space. “This 
could’ve been such a simple room,” Zeller says. But by adding 
interest with texture, subtle color, and pattern, the dining room 
comes alive. Shimmery purple grasscloth by Phillip Jeffries 
plays off the Duralee fabric on the backside of the Lillian August 
for Hickory White dining chairs. The lavender hue in the drapery 
pattern of the Lindsay Cowles fabric is just subtle enough to 
draw your eye to them but not detract from the overall space. 

Zeller took a similar approach in the kitchen, where a barrel 
ceiling entry to the space welcomes guests. Simple cabinetry and 
pendants in mixed metals by Savoy House complement the ar-
chitectural details. Not one to overlook the need for practicality, 
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 In the breakfast area, a vintage 
chandelier believed to be by Mario 

Villa from Darnell & Company 
hangs above the Tritter Feefer 
table and CR Laine chairs. The 

painting is by Paul Yanko.

LEFT: The master bedroom was designed with comfort 
in mind. Zeller layered the room in luxurious fabrics such 
as the Lili Alessandra bed linens and the custom throw 
pillows in a luxe Hodsoll McKenzie fabric. The Cowtan & 
Tout custom draperies envelop the room in warmth and 
allow natural light to pour in. 

TOP: Zeller complemented the sleek, contemporary 
soaking tub with an Arteriors chandelier. The drapery 
panels are Anna French fabric with tone-on-tone 
embroidery, paired with Fabricut sheers.  

BOTTOM: To create a calming retreat in the master 
bathroom, Zeller kept the color palette and finishes neutral 
and clean. The countertops are MSI Arctic White accented 
by a faucet by Brizo and sconces by Visual Comfort.  
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Zeller added a pair of bench counter stools from 
Lee Industries swathed in a durable and practical 
Stout vinyl. “They have young daughters who like 
to have friends over, and what better way to have 
everyone gather up to the counter to hang out than 
a bench stool,” she says. 

With kids at the forefront, Zeller designed the 
Deblitzes’ daughters’ bedrooms with style—and 
with the same neutral color palette in mind. Their 
youngest requested a canopy bed after spying one 
at her friend’s house that Zeller had also designed. 
“Canopies are really so pretty and just fun,” she 
says of the custom design in a Ferrick Mason fabric 
and matching Roman shade. “I grew up with a 
canopy bed. We haven’t seen tons of canopies for a 
while, so this was fun to do.” In her sister’s room, 
Zeller designed built-in shelving to store books and 
charge mobile devices—ideal for a teenager. 

For the Deblitzes, who have never used a 
designer before, the design process took no luck 
at all. “We could tell the team our vision—they 
listened and took that and brought it to life without 
them influencing us or adding in their own style,” 
Deblitz says. “I think that’s difficult. Traci took 
what we liked and made it all come together 
exactly as we envisioned it.” u

TOP: Zeller pushed the homeowners out of their comfort zone 
with the playful Kate Spade script wallpaper in the powder room 
off the portico. Hidden throughout the text is “This is the life.” The 
countertops are Cambria Torquay. 

BOTTOM: The Deblitzes youngest daughter wanted a canopy bed, 
so Zeller custom designed the canopy top and matching Roman 
shade in a Ferrick Mason fabric. The accent pillows are by Laura Park 
from Cotswold Marketplace and the light fixture is from RH Teen.  

RIGHT: For the Deblitzes’ oldest daughter’s bedroom, Zeller 
designed custom built-in shelving for easy storage. She covered 
the Roman shade and the accent bolster pillow in a Megan 
Adams fabric. The chandelier is by Made Goods.  

The master bedroom is a respite with 
its neutral yet feminine palette. The rug 

is a vintage Moroccan. The swing-arm 
lamps are by Visual Comfort, and the 

mirror is by Made Goods.

“I THINK CALM, NEUTRAL 
PALETTES REALLY SING 
WHEN YOU HAVE GOOD 
ARCHITECTURAL BONES.” 

—TRACI ZELLER
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